
fintech.shearman.com

SUPPORTING THE INNOVATORS SHAPING 
THE FUTURE OF FINANCIAL SERVICES

FINTECH FOUNDRY

http://fintech.shearman.com/


fintech.shearman.com 2

FINTECH FOUNDRY

Contents

WHY SHEARMAN?      	 3

INTRODUCING: FINTECH FOUNDRY BY SHEARMAN & STERLING      4

WHAT WE OFFER      	 5

WHO WE ADVISE      	 6

OUR GLOBAL PRACTICE      	 7

FROM INCEPTION TO EXIT OR IPO      	 8

BLOCKCHAIN, CRYPTO AND DIGITAL ASSETS      	 9

SELECTED EXPERIENCE      	 10

SUPPORTING THE FINTECH ECOSYSTEM      	 11

CONTACTS      	 12

http://fintech.shearman.com/


fintech.shearman.com 3BACK TO CONTENTS

FINTECH FOUNDRY

Several key differentiators set us apart from our peers. 

Dedicated Emerging Growth Practice 

We have a dedicated Emerging Growth practice 
that works exclusively with start-ups and the 
investor community. This team is based in Austin, 
Texas, one of the fastest growing tech hubs, and 
works seamlessly with colleagues from Silicon 
Valley and New York to London, Singapore and 
Dubai. Our Emerging Growth team provides 
FinTech companies with strategic advice for each 
stage of growth.

Our firm is closely linked with major banks and 
financial institutions in the U.S., U.K, Europe and  
Asia. With the increase in mergers and joint 
ventures, our longstanding relationships in 
the sector are helping to enable partnerships, 
financing and deeper collaboration between 
financial institutions and FinTechs.

Cross-Border Regulatory Expertise 

FinTechs face a patchwork of regulations around 
the world, and any company with multinational 
ambitions must have their regulatory house in 
order. Our team’s extensive experience with 
cross-border financial regulation gives our clients 
an edge over their global competitors.

Global Firm

FinTech is a global play, and our firm is uniquely 
positioned to support FinTech companies with  
global ambitions. Our lawyers come from 75  
countries and speak more than 60 languages,  
giving our clients a depth of local knowledge  
and experience virtually anywhere in the world. 

Why Shearman?

Our success is built on our clients’ success.
  
Branching out from our foundation on  
Wall Street, we have established deep roots 
in the U.K., Europe, the Middle East and Asia. 
Our firm has a long and distinguished history 
of supporting our clients wherever they do 
business, from major financial centers to 
FinTech hubs in emerging and established 
markets. 

With 850 lawyers in 25 offices around the 
world, we offer FinTech clients a unique blend 
of legal expertise, industry knowledge and 
global capabilities.

http://fintech.shearman.com/
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Introducing:  
FinTech Foundry by 
Shearman & Sterling

A program dedicated to enhancing and 
supporting the global FinTech ecosystem 
including financial institutions, FinTech start-ups, 
accelerators and incubators, venture capital 
and private equity investors and policymakers. 
FinTech Foundry by Shearman provides 
opportunities and a platform for entrepreneurs, 
incumbents and investors to connect, collaborate 
and share insights.

Providing a combination of experienced counsel 
and a global footprint in key financial centres 
and FinTech hubs around the world, our FinTech 
Industry team serves as your single point of 
contact, bringing together experienced lawyers 
with financial regulatory, M&A, intellectual 
property, cybersecurity, capital markets, finance 
and litigation experience to help you navigate the 
FinTech landscape. 

 “�As technology evolves, the provision of 
financial services must evolve along with it.”

   �Donna Parisi, Global Head of Financial Services and FinTech, New York 

For a promising idea to grow into a 
successful company, entrepreneurs need 
insightful, business-minded counsel that 
can keep up with the pace of innovation. 
Collaborating side-by-side, we strive to 
know your business inside and out.

IN 2020, OUR TEAM ADVISED ON 100+ 
VENTURE CAPITAL DEALS TOTALING 
$4.5 BILLION

http://fintech.shearman.com/
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What We Offer

MORE THAN FIFTY LAWYERS IN OUR  
FINTECH INDUSTRY GROUP

GET OFF THE GROUND

Set up your company, manage your IP  
and close your first round of funding.

NETWORK

Engage with our industry partners and 
financial institutions, Investors and other 
startups within our network.

Ensure you stay protected through 
fundraising rounds and partnership 
agreements.

NEGOTIATE DEALS AND CONTRACTS PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENTS

Identify and remedy any legal and 
regulatory issues within your portfolio 
companies.

ENSURE REGULATORY COMPLIANCE

Get ahead of regulatory challenges before 
they affect your business.

Develop a plan to keep your business 
running smoothly during times of 
uncertainty.

CRISIS MANAGEMENTFUNDRAISING AND EXIT OPPORTUNITIES

Receive guidance and support throughout 
fundraising rounds. Maximise the value of 
your business during exit negotiations.

Understand and climb the legal and 
regulatory hurdles to expand your 
geographical footprint.

SCALING AND INTERNATIONAL EXPANSIONEXPAND PRODUCT OFFERING

Understand the legal and regulatory 
implications of new product and services.

Our multi-disciplinary team can advise on 
acquisitions and investments to grow your 
business.

CREATE VALUE

http://fintech.shearman.com/
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Neobanks and Digital Banking Platforms

Venture Funds

Crypto, Digital Assets and Blockchain Companies

Banks and Financial Institutions

Alternative Lending Platforms

Big Data Analytics Providers

PropTech Companies

RegTechs

Robo-advisors

Personal Finance (PFM)Platforms

Remittance Solutions

Digital Identity and Cybersecurity Companies

AI-based Financial Services Products

Payments Companies

Who We Advise

Non-FinTech and Growth-stage Companies Leveraging Financial Services

“�Our lawyers provide tailored, cutting-
edge solutions to emerging growth 
challenges, working with our clients 
as their needs change over time.” 

 Barney Reynolds, Global Head of Financial Services, London 

http://fintech.shearman.com/
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Our Global Practice 

The rise of FinTech has connected global financial 
markets like never before. Our multidisciplinary 
team of lawyers, located in key financial centres 
and FinTech hubs around the world, is uniquely 
positioned to help FinTech clients. 

Shearman & Sterling’s deep understanding of 
cross-border regulatory considerations, along with 
our emerging growth, M&A and capital markets 
insights, make us an ideal partner to support the 
expansion of FinTechs across borders.

Dallas

Houston

Rome

Riyadh

Munich

Washington, DC

Click on a location to read more

http://fintech.shearman.com/
http://fintech.shearman.com/
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From Inception to Exit or IPO

CLICK ON EACH STAGE TO READ MORE

From the back-of-the-envelope to exit, we provide strategic advice for 
each stage of growth.  

http://fintech.shearman.com/


 “�We are witnessing today the broad adoption of blockchain technology 
and digital assets that will reshape our global economy over the next 
century. Our role is to help entrepreneurs, financial institutions and 
investors achieve success through the power of this innovation.”  

      �Donna Parisi, Global Head of Financial Services and FinTech, New York 
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Blockchain, 
Crypto and Digital Assets

Blockchain, Crypto and Digital Assets
 
Distributed ledger technology is one of the  
most transformational innovations of our 
time, and it has potential applications in 
virtually every major business sector. As 
blockchain technology matures and gains 
wider acceptance, we have seen a move 
toward the development of robust, enterprise-
ready solutions. Digital assets and trading 
have moved from promise and potential to 
become key elements of the global financial 
ecosystem. The landscape for digital assets 
is rapidly evolving, and our team is here to be 
your guide.

We advise a broad range of clients, from 
disruptive start-ups to established players,
in their efforts to capitalize on these emerging 
technologies. We help banks and Fortune 500 
companies take advantage of new market 
opportunities that blockchain technology is 
helping to open and we facilitate collaboration 
and partnerships between established and 
emerging companies in the sector.

Advising Disruptors and Fortune 500 
Companies
We advise a broad range of clients, from disruptive 
start-ups to established players, in their efforts to 
capitalize on these emerging technologies. We help 
banks and Fortune 500 companies take advantage 
of new market opportunities that blockchain 
technology is helping to open. And we facilitate 
collaboration and partnerships between established 
and emerging companies in the sector.

Our Attorneys Are Pioneers
Our global, cross-practice team of attorneys is 
experienced in advising the full range of market 
participants, including digital asset exchanges, 
trading companies, payments companies, custody 
solutions, DeFi offerings, infrastructure providers, 
financial institutions, corporates and more. 

Beyond Financial Services
 
The revolutionary opportunity of blockchain 
is not limited to financial services and digital 
assets. This technology is enabling innovation  
in healthcare, real estate, automotive, 
insurance, telecommunications and many 
other sectors. To understand and harness 
the full potential of blockchain technology, 
we assembled an interdisciplinary team of 
attorneys with deep industry knowledge in a 
wide range of sectors, who can help clients 
integrate blockchain technology into their core 
businesses.

From raising capital to complying with rapidly 
evolving regulations, we provide digital asset 
and blockchain companies with strategic 
advice for each stage of growth. 

Capabilities

•	 Trading Documentation  
and Custody Arrangements

•	 Regulation and Licensing

•	 Investment Funds

•	 Government Investigations  
and Enforcement Actions

•	 Taxation of Digital Assets

•	 Data Privacy and IP Protection

•	 Fundraising and Corporate Matters

•	 Centralized Blockchain Infrastructure

•	 Exit Opportunities

•	 DeFi

http://fintech.shearman.com/


fintech.shearman.com 10BACK TO CONTENTS

FINTECH FOUNDRY

Selected Experience

•	 Greenidge, the first publicly traded, vertically 
integrated bitcoin mining and power 
generation company that is 100% carbon 
neutral, on its merger with Support.com and 
listing on NASDAQ 

•	 Goldman Sachs, and its digital banking 
subsidiary GS Marcus, on an agreement with 
Walmart to offer lines of credit to Marketplace 
sellers on Walmart.com 

•	 Bank of America in its strategic investment in 
Paxos, which is the first regulated blockchain 
infrastructure platform  

•	 Intercontinental Exchange, Inc. in its formation 
and financings of Bakkt Holdings, an 
ecosystem for digital assets 

•	 First Data Corporation in its acquisition of 
TeleCash Kommunikations-Service GmbH from 
T-Systems International GmbH, a division of 
Deutsche Telekom AG Moneygram Payment 
Systems Inc 

•	 Eqonex (formerly Diginex), a digital assets 
financial services company and the first 
Nasdaq-listed company to operate a 
cryptocurrency exchange, on a number of 
corporate, regulatory, capital markets, M&A and 
litigation matters.  

•	 VMware in its investment in Digital  
Asset Holdings 

•	 Intuit Litited in its acquisitions of PayCycle, 
Inc., Acrede Technology Group Holdings and 
PaySuite 

•	 MFS Africa a mobile-payment platform  
that connects 55 million people in 17  
African countries, in its acquisition of Sochitel 
UK Limited 

•	 Pagseguro in connection with its listing on  
the NYSE 

•	 ICE’s new venture, Bakkt, in a merger with VPC 
Impact Acquisition Holdings via a SPAC worth 
$2.1 Billion 

•	 Visa in its acquisition of Playspan Inc 

•	 Tencent Holdings in its acquisition of a 49% 
interest in Level Up! mobile payment system 

•	 Hexindai in connection with its initial public 
offering on the NASDAQ Global Market 

•	 Monitise plc in connection with its demerger 
from Morse plc and its initial public offering. 
Monitise plc was one of the first UK  
FinTech companies 

•	 Bank of Nova Scotia in its acquisition of 
E*TRADE Canada from E*TRADE  
Financial Corporation

•	 A Belgian fintech in connection with its 
proposed initial public offering and Euronext 
Brussels listing 

•	 Qatar Investment Authority in connection with 
its equity financing of more than $500 million  
in SoFi 
 

•	 The underwriters in connection with the  
initial public offering and Nasdaq listing 
Lexinfintech Holdings 

•	 NASDAQ DMX Group in its acquisition of 
the Investor Relations, Public Relations and 
Multimedia Solutions businesses of Thomson 
Reuters; in the creation of a joint venture with 
Sharespost, Inc. to form The NASDAQ Private 
Market LLC; and in its joint bid, together with 
ICE, for NYSE Euronext 

•	 A cross-border digital payments company on 
licensing and regulatory issues 

•	 A digital asset wallet service and custody 
provider on a number of regulatory, corporate, 
employment and tax matters 

•	 Global banks and private equity funds in 
connection with FinTech investments including 
control related issues and investment terms 

•	 A digital asset custody and payments 
platform in its application for a charter to 
operate as a limited purpose trust company 

http://fintech.shearman.com/
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We believe that the FinTech ecosystem should 
be collaborative, and that sharing insights is what 
leads us to sharing success. That is why we have 
founded the FinTech Foundry atop of three key 
initiatives, all designed to evolve the landscape of 
the FinTech ecosystem. 

Bringing together leaders in the ecosystem to 
share insights and trends shaping the future of 
financial services and FinTech. 

NFTs – Investment Opportunities in Emerging 
Digital Assets Click here

UK FinTech Week 2021: Trust vs Innovation -- 
Finding the Regulatory Balance for a Strong 
FinTech Sector Click here
 
Getting Ready to Raise Capital: What Founders 
Need to Know and Shouldn’t be Afraid to Ask 
Click here 
 
Guardians of the Data Galaxy Click here 
 
Shearman & Sterling Corporate Venture  
Investor Summit Click here

Providing industry knowledge and know-how to 
keep you aware of developments in the legal 
space that may affect your company.

Report: The Changing FinTech Landscape: A 
Snapshot of Issues & Trends Click here

Report: Entering the U.S. Market: A Guide for 
FinTech Firms Click here 

“Who’s In Charge? An Overview of U.S. Digital 
Asset Regulation”  -- Donna Parisi column in 
Reuters Click here

“How Open Banking in the U.K. is Lighting the Path 
for Global FinTech” -- Barney Reynolds Op-Ed for 
UK FinTech Week 2021 Click here

Global mentorship program providing FinTech 
startups with access to legal and industry 
knowledge during the entire life cycle of a 
company.

FinTech mentoring and legal advisory in 
partnership with Quesnay, and support for their 
Female Founders in FinTech program 

Workshops and mentoring for FinTech startups in 
partnership with Rise by Barclays 

Advising early-stage entrepreneurs that are  
diverse through Plaid’s FinRise incubator program 

FINTECH SALONS FINTECH INSIGHTSFINTECH ADVISORY

FINTECH FOUNDRY

fintech.shearman.com/

https://shearman.com/Perspectives/Podcast-Items/2021/7/Family-Office-Webinar-NFTs--Investment-Opportunities-in-Emerging-Digital-Assets
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nf1jB_EW_z0
https://players.brightcove.net/3187797656001/B1a8eZ1n_default/index.html?videoId=6200346298001
https://players.brightcove.net/3187797656001/B1a8eZ1n_default/index.html?videoId=6200346298001
https://players.brightcove.net/3187797656001/B1a8eZ1n_default/index.html?videoId=6200346298001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJVCz0wlIUM&list=TLGGUrq7SUA4FXMwNDAxMjAyMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJVCz0wlIUM&list=TLGGUrq7SUA4FXMwNDAxMjAyMQ
https://www.shearman.com/Perspectives/Podcast-Items/2020/11/1st-Annual-Shearman-and-Sterling-Corporate-Venture-Investor-Summit
https://www.shearman.com/Perspectives/Podcast-Items/2020/11/1st-Annual-Shearman-and-Sterling-Corporate-Venture-Investor-Summit
https://www.shearman.com/Perspectives/Podcast-Items/2020/11/1st-Annual-Shearman-and-Sterling-Corporate-Venture-Investor-Summit
https://fintech.shearman.com/m-and-a-trends-and-issues
https://digital.shearman.com/i/1176512-how-fintech-firms-can-enter-the-us-markets/0?
https://digital.shearman.com/i/1176512-how-fintech-firms-can-enter-the-us-markets/0?
https://www.shearman.com/Perspectives/2021/06/Who-s-in-Charge--An-Overview-of-US-Digital-Asset-Regulation
https://www.shearman.com/Perspectives/2021/06/Who-s-in-Charge--An-Overview-of-US-Digital-Asset-Regulation
https://www.shearman.com/Perspectives/2021/06/Who-s-in-Charge--An-Overview-of-US-Digital-Asset-Regulation
https://www.shearman.com/Perspectives/2021/04/How-Open-Banking-in-the-UK-for-Global-FinTech
https://www.shearman.com/Perspectives/2021/04/How-Open-Banking-in-the-UK-for-Global-FinTech
https://www.shearman.com/Perspectives/2021/04/How-Open-Banking-in-the-UK-for-Global-FinTech
http://fintech.shearman.com/
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Contacts EMERGING GROWTH

Alan Bickerstaff
Partner
+1 512 647 1903
alan.bickerstaff@shearman.com
Austin

J. Russel Denton
Partner
+1 512 647 1906
russ.denton@shearman.com
Austin

Carmelo Gordian
Partner
+1 512 647 1902
carmelo.gordian@shearman.com
Austin

Cassandra Cuellar
Counsel
+1 512 647 1930
cassandra.cuellar@shearman.com
Austin

FINTECH & FINANCIAL SERVICES 
INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP

DONNA PARISI

Global Head of Financial Services 
and FinTech
+1 212 848 7367
dparisi@shearman.com
New York

BARNABAS REYNOLDS

Global Head of Financial Services
+44 20 7655 5528
barney.reynolds@shearman.com
London

FINANCIAL REGULATORY

Mark Chorazak
Partner
+1 212 848 7100
mark.chorazak@shearman.com
New York

Thomas Donegan
Partner
+44 20 7655 5566
thomas.donegan@shearman.com
London 

Jennifer D. Morton
Partner
+1 212 848 5187
jennifer.morton@shearman.com
New York

Simon Dodds
Of Counsel
+44 20 7655 5156
simon.dodds@shearman.com
London 

Elias Allahyari
Associate
+44 20 7655 5722
elias.allahyari@shearman.com
London 

INVESTMENT FUNDS AND DERIVATIVES

John Adams
Partner
+44 20 7655 5740
john.adams@shearman.com
London

James Duncan
Partner
+44 20 7655 5757
james.duncan@shearman.com
London

Geoffrey Goldman
Partner
+1 212 848 4867
geoffrey.goldman@shearman.com
New York

Sean Anderson
Associate
+1 212 848 7249
sean.anderson@shearman.com
New York

Naffie Lamin
Associate
+1 212 848 7375
naffie.lamin@shearman.com
New York

Our team works with FinTechs, financial 
institutions and investors navigating complex 
legal and regulatory challenges, working with 
you as your needs change over time.  
To learn more, contact us. Link to team page

http://fintech.shearman.com/
mailto:shearmanfintech%40shearman.com?subject=
https://fintech.shearman.com/contact-us
https://fintech.shearman.com/contact-us
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MERGERS & ACQUISITIONS

Scott Petepiece
Partner
+1 212 848 8576
spetepiece@shearman.com
New York

Phil Cheveley
Partner
+44 20 7655 5822
phil.cheveley@shearman.com
London 

Michael Dorf
Partner
+1 415 616 1246
mdorf@shearman.com
San Francisco

Roger Morscheiser
Partner
+1 212 848 7422
roger.morscheiser@shearman.com
New York

Nick Withers
Partner
+44 20 7655 5956
nick.withers@shearman.com
London 

Cody Wright
Mergers & Acquisitions
+1 212 848 4152
cody.wright@shearman.com
New York

Gregory Gewirtz
Counsel
+1 212 848 8302
gregory.gewirtz@shearman.com
New York

IP TRANSACTIONAL

Jordan Altman
Partner
+1 212 848 7125
jordan.altman@shearman.com
New York

TAX

Kristen Garry
Partner
+1 202 508 8186
kgarry@shearman.com
Washington

LITIGATION AND ANTITRUST

David Higbee
Partner
+1 202 508 8071
david.higbee@shearman.com
Washington

Matthew Berkowitz
Partner
+1 650 838 3737
matt.berkowitz@shearman.com
Menlo Park

Daniel H.R. Laguardia
Partner
+1 415 616 1114
daniel.laguardia@shearman.com
San Francisco

Jeffrey J. Resetarits
Partner
+1 212 848 7116
jeffrey.resetarits@shearman.com
New York

Elvira Aliende Rodriguez
Partner
+32 2 500 9837
elvira.alienderodriguez@shearman.com
Brussels

Ryan Shores
Partner
+1 202 508 8058
ryan.shores@shearman.com
Washington

Jonathan Swil
Partner
+44 20 7655 5725
jonathan.swil@shearman.com
London

James Webber 
Partner 
+32 2 500 9800 
james.webber@shearman.com 
Brussels

Contacts

Link to team page

http://fintech.shearman.com/
https://fintech.shearman.com/contact-us
https://fintech.shearman.com/contact-us
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REAL ESTATE

Kris Ferranti
Partner
+1 212 848 7117
kris.ferranti@shearman.com
New York

COMPENSATION,  
GOVERNANCE & ERISA

Gillian Emmett Moldowan
Partner
+1 212 848 5356
gillian.moldowan@shearman.com
New York

Sam Whitaker
Counsel
+44 20 7655 5954
sam.whitaker@shearman.com
London

Jai Garg
Associate
+1 212 848 4960
jai.garg@shearman.com
New York

FINANCE

Bjorn Bjerke
Partner
+1 212 848 4607
bjorn.bjerke@shearman.com
New York

Michael Chernick
Partner
+1 212 848 5281
michael.chernick@shearman.com
New York

Philip Stopford
Partner
+44 20 7655 5548
philip.stopford@shearman.com
London

Maria Cornilsen
Counsel
+44 20 7655 5821
maria.cornilsen@shearman.com
London

Tim Waterson
Senior Associate
+44 20 7655 5909
tim.waterson@shearman.com
London

Contacts

Link to team page

CAPITAL MARKETS

Lona Nallengara
Partner
+1 212 848 8414
lona.nallengara@shearman.com
New York

Roberta Cherman
Partner
+55 11 3702 2245
roberta.cherman@shearman.com
São Paulo

Christopher Forrester
Partner
+1 650 838 3772
christopher.forrester@shearman.com
Menlo Park

Bill Nelson
Partner
+1 713 354 4880
bill.nelson@shearman.com
Houston

 

Pawel Szaja
Partner
+44 20 7655 5013
pawel.szaja@shearman.com
London 

Evangelia Andronikou
Associate
+44 20 7655 5710
evangelia.andronikou@shearman.com
London

Robert Giannattasio
Associate 
+1 212 848 7165
robert.giannattasio@shearman.com
New York

Jonathan Lewis
Counsel
+55 11 3702 2246
jonathan.lewis@shearman.com
São Paulo

http://fintech.shearman.com/
https://fintech.shearman.com/contact-us
https://fintech.shearman.com/contact-us
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